Hyperosmolar hyperglycemic nonketotic coma in Waldenström's macroglobulinemia associated with type II diabetes and complicated by pulmonary tuberculosis.
In this paper we describe a successfully treated case of hyperosmolar hyperglycemic non ketotic coma (HHNC). The HHNC was observed in a patient affected by Waldenström's macroglobulinemia, associated with type II diabetes and complicated by pulmonary tuberculosis. Hyperosmolar hyperglycemic nonketotic coma is a clinical condition with a high mortality rate associated with a severe increase in blood viscosity. This increase in blood viscosity justifies several clinical manifestations of the HHNC. We believe that an increase in the blood viscosity produced by the simultaneous presence of the single diseases mentioned above may have encouraged the development of hyperosmolar coma in the case reported.